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The President. We are going to wrap up,
but before we do, I would like to ask all of
you to give all of these people who came up
here and spoke a hand, because they are
what this whole thing is about. [Applause]

In the weeks and months ahead we are
going to try to do a number of events like
this to highlight the importance of NAFTA.
But I’d like to ask all of you who are here
from Louisiana to write to Members of Con-
gress and your Senators and tell them that
you support this, it means more jobs for your
State, and you would appreciate their voting
for it. They need to hear from you. The peo-
ple who are afraid of this agreement are quite
well organized. Some of them have a dollar
or two, as you may know, and they need to
hear from you. We just tried to give these
folks a chance to make a direct plea today.
I want everybody within the sound of my
voice to also make your opinion known to
your Representatives in Congress. It is up
to them now.

We need your help. It means more jobs
for America. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:03 p.m. at the
Port of New Orleans. In his remarks, he referred
to Lt. Gov. Melinda Schwegmann, State treasurer
Mary Landrieu of Louisiana, and Mayor Sidney
Barthelemy of New Orleans.

Proclamation 6592—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 1993
September 15, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
One of our Nation’s greatest strengths is

its vast diversity. The mosaic of races,
ethnicities, and religious groups that com-
prise America provides us with a powerful
energy and an ability to see the world from
many viewpoints. Since our country’s incep-
tion, Hispanic Americans have always been
an integral part of this great mosaic. Indeed
the history, culture, and traditions of America
are greatly influenced by the contributions
of those individuals who have their origins
in Spain and Latin America.

While the impact of the Hispanic culture
is manifest in our Nation’s customs and tradi-
tions, this legacy continues on beyond the
pages of history. Today, Hispanic Americans
continue to make important contributions to
our society. It would be impossible to think
of American Government, business, industry,
Armed Forces, agriculture, science, sports,
and the arts without noting the presence and
full participation of Hispanic Americans.
Ellen Ochoa, who has served America proud-
ly as our first Hispanic woman astronaut;
Cesar Chavez, whose lifelong passion and
commitment uplifted the lives of millions of
agricultural workers; Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development Henry Cisneros
and Secretary of Transportation Federico
Peña; Master Sergeant Roy P. Benavidez,
who won the Medal of Honor for his service
in Vietnam; and millions of other Hispanic
Americans whose hard work keeps our Na-
tion moving—all of these patriotic Americans
draw their heritage from the rich Hispanic
culture.

Many of the traditions that Americans hold
so dear are deeply rooted in the Hispanic
American values of a strong sense of family,
devotion to religious beliefs, and dedication
to liberty and democracy. Committed dearly
to these precious ideals, Hispanic Americans
are helping all of us to uphold the legacy
of our democratic society.

America is an ongoing experiment—an un-
finished work. There is much for all of us
still to accomplish in order to ensure a bright-
er and more peaceful world for our children.
I know that Hispanic Americans, always con-
scious of the traditions of their forebears, will
continue to work with Americans of every
racial, religious, and ethnic background to
confront our Nation’s health, housing, edu-
cational, and human rights concerns. The
principles that are such a part of the Hispanic
American tradition will serve all of our peo-
ple well as we strive to address the challenges
that the future holds for us.

To commemorate the Hispanic American
contributions to our Nation, the Congress,
by Public Law 90–498 of September 17,
1968, as amended, has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue annually a
proclamation designating the month begin-
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ning September 15 and ending October 15
as ‘‘National Hispanic Heritage Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the month beginning
September 15, 1993, and ending October 15,
1993, as National Hispanic Heritage Month.
I call upon the people of the United States
to observe this month with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of September, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:57 p.m., September 15, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 17.

Executive Order 12864—United
States Advisory Council on the
National Information Infrastructure
September 15, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App. 2) (‘‘Act’’), and section 301 of
title 3, United States Code, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is es-
tablished in the Commerce Department the
‘‘United States Advisory Council on the Na-
tional Information Infrastructure’’ (‘‘Coun-
cil’’). The Council shall consist of not more
than 25 members to be appointed by the Sec-
retary of Commerce (‘‘Secretary’’).

(b) The Secretary shall appoint from
among the members of the Council officials
to serve as chairperson(s) or vice-chair-
person(s) of the Council as he shall deem
appropriate.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Council shall
advise the Secretary on matters related to the
development of the National Information In-
frastructure. The National Information Infra-

structure shall be the integration of hard-
ware, software, and skills that will make it
easy and affordable to connect people with
each other, with computers, and with a vast
array of services and information resources.

(b) The Council shall advise the Secretary
on a national strategy for promoting the de-
velopment of a National Information Infra-
structure. Issues that the Council may ad-
dress include, but are not limited to:

(1) the appropriate roles of the private and
public sectors in developing the National In-
formation Infrastructure;

(2) a vision for the evolution of the Na-
tional Information Infrastructure and its pub-
lic and commercial applications;

(3) the impact of current and proposed
regulatory regimes on the evolution of the
National Information Infrastructure;

(4) national strategies for maximizing the
benefits of the National Information Infra-
structure, as measured by job creation, eco-
nomic growth, increased productivity, and
enhanced quality of life;

(5) national strategies for developing and
demonstrating applications in areas such as
electronic commerce, agile manufacturing,
life-long learning, health care, government
services, and civic networking;

(6) national security, emergency prepared-
ness, system security, and network protection
implications;

(7) national strategies for maximizing
interconnection and inter-operability of com-
munications networks;

(8) international issues associated with the
National Information Infrastructure;

(9) universal access; and
(10) privacy, security, and copyright issues.
(c) The chairperson(s) may, from time to

time, invite experts to submit information to
the Council and may form subcommittees of
the Council to review specific issues.

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of
executive agencies shall, to the extent per-
mitted by law, provide to the Council such
information as it may require for the purpose
of carrying out its functions.

(b) Members of the Council shall serve
without compensation but shall be allowed
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu
of subsistence, as authorized by law, includ-
ing 5 U.S.C. 5701–5707 and section 7(d) of
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